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closed the half-century of Louis XIV's wars. At Utrecht in
1713 the Projet was first published in two volumes. A third
volume was added in 1717, and in 1729 the author published
an abridgment, an act of prudence and consideration to which
the Essay probably owed such limited circulation as it
obtained.

The full title of the abridgment is significant: 'Abrege du
Projet de Paix Perpetuelle, invente" par le roi Henri le Grand,
approuve par la reine Elizabeth, par le roi Jacques, son
successeur, par les republiques, et^>ar divers autres potentate.
Approprie a Tetat present des affaires generates de TEurope,
demontre infiniment avantageux pour tous les hommes nes
et a naitre en general, et en particulier pour tous les souverains
QI pour les maisons souveraines. Rotterdam, 1729.'

This title definitely connects Saint-Pierre's Essay with
The Great Design^ modestly, albeit shrewdly, suggesting that
the later work merely contains an elucidation of the scheme
attributed by Sully to his master. As a fact, Saint-Pierre's
Essay is much more than that. The twenty-four States of
Christian Europe were to form a permanent Grand Alliance
or European Union. Each was to have equal representation
(one delegate, two substitutes, and two agents to take the
place of the substitutes) in the Senate of Peace which was to
sit permanently at Utrecht. The President or Prince of Peace
was to be changed weekly. Each State was to contribute, on
a scale to be determined monthly by the Union, in proportion
to its net revenues, towards the current expenses of the
organization and the maintenance of the international force.
Though cumbrous in form and undistinguished in style, and
even in the abridgment terribly prolix, the Projet is incom-
parably the most complete and coherent scheme ever formu-